
Maryland Radon 
Program

 EPA Region 3 Stakeholders Meeting

Hershey PA

Tuesday, September 26, 2023



MD Department of the Environment 
(MDE) Radon Program

Our team – MDE/RHP/RMD/Technical Planning 
Section

Health Physicist Supervisor with 4 staff members handle:
Reciprocity, Enforcement, General Licensed Devices, 

Radiological/Nuclear Emergency Responses, Regulations, 
and

Radon: EPA’s State Indoor Radon Grant
The MDE and MDH work to address radon as a 
public health issue, with a focus on outreach 

activities





National Radon Awareness Month

Clear Channel 
Outdoor billboards
• Displayed in Carroll, 
Howard, Frederick, and 
Baltimore City/County

• 3,773,694 impressions

Transit bus banner 
signs

• For Baltimore City and 
Frederick County lines



National Radon Awareness Month

• Governor’s Proclamation 

• MDE radon page - ~98 hits/day during January 2023
– Compared to ~32 hits/day during January 2021

• Maryland Realtors, local health departments, etc. 
helped promote awareness and link our radon page 
on their media platforms
– Extending past January, ongoing work in contacting local 

health departments to have radon information and our link 
permanently on their websites -   
Charles, Dorchester, etc.

• Social media posts and trivia                                                                    
on MDE Facebook, Twitter,                                                        
and Instagram

https://www.charlescountyhealth.org/radon/
https://dorchesterhealth.org/environmental-health/


Community Outreach

Provided flyers and 
pamphlets for community 

distribution
• ~700 to libraries in Howard and 

PG county
• ~100 to real estate agencies in 

Howard county

Designed t-shirts and water 
bottles for outreach events



Outreach Events in 2023

Brunswick 
ACE 

Hardware 
(01/21/23)

Timonium 
Fairgrounds 
Home and 

Garden Show 
(06/03/23)

Southampton Middle School Presentation (02/02/23)

Garrett

Johns 
Hopkins 

University 
Applied 

Physics Lab 
Conference 

(03/16/23)

Landlord and 
Developer 

Symposium 
(09/16/23)

Allegany Washington

Frederick

Carroll

Queen
Anne’s

St. Mary’s

Baltimore

Harford

Cecil

Kent
Howard

Anne
Arundel

Prince
George’s

Charles

Montgomery

Caroline

Ebenezer 
Church of God 

Community 
Fair (08/12/23)

Somerset
Worcester

Talbot

Dorchester

Wicomico



MDE Radon Webpage



Ordering Test Kits



Radon Testing

Current contractor Alpha Energy Labs - $3 kits available 
on MDE website

From January to July 2023: 1629 kits distributed and 849 
kits analyzed

~52.12% return rate
Average return time is ~57 days 

• ~110 radon professionals certified by NRSB and/or NRPP in 
MD as of now
– Updated list of certified mitigators in MD – currently 29 active
– Build relationship for collaborative improvement – recently 

contacted for statistics, observations and suggestions, 
opportunities and events (like this meeting!), etc.



Kits Ordered by 
Month

• Significant spike in 
orders during January 
2023 from National 
Radon Awareness Month 
activities

• Increase in orders during 
July 2023 likely result of 
more MDE outreach 
involvement and 
Montgomery County’s 
law requiring radon 
testing for multifamily 
and single-family rental 
housing (enacted 07/01/23)
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Results by County
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County (# kits analyzed) Average Level (pCi/L)

Allegany (3) 4.00

Anne Arundel (53) 3.20

Baltimore (85) 5.62

Calvert (42) 7.10

Carroll (44) 7.50

Cecil (10) 4.72

Charles (5) 2.70

Frederick (32) 3.66

Garrett (2) 2.90

Harford (11) 3.94

Howard (54) 5.04

Kent (2) 3.55

Montgomery (473) 3.01

Prince George's (18) 2.01

St. Mary's (6) 3.18

Washington (9) 8.67

*None analyzed from Caroline, Dorchester, Queen 
Anne's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico, Worcester



~23% of results ≥4 pCi/L for 
Montgomery County
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What We’re Working On

• Streamline radon data and analysis
– Improving data quality – increase testing in counties lacking data
– Updating MD radon map (currently 2005-2016 data) – determine 

trends and identify areas for outreach focus

• Expand our areas of outreach and increase in-person 
activities
– Coordinating with libraries to hold presentations and set up 

displays throughout National Radon Awareness month

• Collaborate with The American Association of Radon 
Scientists and Technologists (AARST) MD Chapter
– Integrating radon education in newborn programs at hospitals

• Continue developing connections with our 
community and contacting stakeholders to gain 
support/interest



Thank you!

Maryland Department of the Environment
Our goal is to protect public health through 
promoting radon risk reduction and raising 

awareness

Abdurahman Ablimit                                                     
TEL: 410-537-4080                                                        

EMAIL: abdurahman.ablimit1@maryland.gov
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