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major renovations.

Child care centers

 Testing and mitigation required for licensed centers.



DFC administrative code

Under Wisconsin Department of Children and Families (DCF) administrative 

code, child care providers are required to:

• Test for radon within 6 months prior to providing 

care for children.

• Test in the lowest level used by children at least 

7 hours per week.

• Notify parents/guardians and mitigate within 

12 months if radon test results exceed 4 pCi/L.

• Test again every two years for family centers or 

every 5 years for group centers. 

DCF 250 (family 

child care)

DCF 251 (group 

child care)

DCF Administrative Code (3/1/2023)

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/203.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/files/publications/pdf/205.pdf


Radon in Child Care Rule: Challenges

Using a certified contractor 
for testing and/or mitigation 
is not required.

The language in the rule 
does not always reflect best 
practices in radon 
measurement.







National Radon Action Month (1/2025)

DCF social media (1/8/25)  DHS press release (1/6/25)

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/010625.htm


"Since the DCF rule went into effect, 41 child care 
centers across Wisconsin have mitigated high radon, 

protecting over 820 children enrolled in care from 
exposure to high radon levels. Preventing exposure 
to high radon in places where kids spend a lot of 

time is a significant way to reduce their overall 
exposure to radon.”

- Paula Tran, Wisconsin State Health Officer
January 6, 2025



Updated numbers (through 7/31/25)

Since the DCF rule went into effect, 63 child care 
centers across Wisconsin have mitigated high 
radon, protecting at least 1,338 children enrolled 
in care from exposure to high radon levels.     



Radon in Child Care: Current Status?

Interview with DCF (1/6/25) and webinar (x2) with Child Care 
Resource & Referral (CCRR) Agency staff (5/13/25 & 5/15/25)

• What’s going well? What are the challenges? How can the 
DHS Radon Program help?

• Need for translated materials

• “No news is good news”?



Successes

There are few state laws protecting Wisconsinites from radon.

The DCF rule was a step forward. 

We hope this opens the door for more radon protections. 

Successes



Successes

Child care providers who utilized Child Care Counts funding 
report it was a huge support in financing their radon mitigation 

systems.

Successes



Child Care Counts 

Payment Program A – Increase Access to 

High-Quality Care

Funds initially provided during COVID-19 
Pandemic. Providers used these funds for:
• Operating expenses (rent, utilities)

• Addressing building repairs or maintenance 
(radon mitigation).

• Purchasing materials and supplies
• Covering payroll. 
• Offering financial assistance to families 

enrolled in their programs. 

DCF Child Care Counts (CCC)



Child Care Counts 

As of June 2025, Child Care Counts is now 
called the Child Care Bridge Payments 

Program. This shift reflects the program no 
longer being funded by federal COVID ARPA 
funds. Now these funds come from recently 

approved State funding. These funds will be in 
place until June 2026.

Now Child Care Bridge Payments



Survey of Child Care Providers

Objective: Better understand the experience of child care 
providers mandated to perform radon testing and mitigation. 

Sample size: 32 licensed family and group child care 
providers

Methods: Obtained dataset from DCF with list of providers 
who had needed to install a radon mitigation system since 
March 2023. Called these providers with a set list of 5 
questions asked over the phone for about ~5 minutes each. 



Survey of Child Care Providers

How did you 
pay for it?

What was your experience 
with testing and mitigation?

What 
additional 

resources 

would have 

been helpful 

to you?

Who 
mitigated, 

and were 

they certified?

What was your experience 
with Child Care Counts 

funding?



Key Takeaways

Out of 32 child care providers who mitigated, 75% received CCC funds 
(24). The median amount of funds received was $14,372 between March 
2023 and December 2024. 
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Key Takeaways

Out of 32 child care providers who mitigated, 75% received CCC funds 
(24). The median amount of funds received was $14,372 between March 
2023 and December 2024. 

Overall, child care providers seem to have had a straightforward experience 
testing and mitigating for radon.

They did not feel more education or resources than those already available 
would have better supported them. 

Some mention the cost being alarming at first but later look back at it as a 
“business cost they needed to make.”
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Key Takeaways continued

Some explicitly said they used CCC for radon mitigation, however, many 
providers did not connect that CCC could be used for radon mitigation. 

Providers that did fund with CCC gave positive feedback. And a few who had 
CCC but didn't use it for radon mitigation acknowledged that they were able to 
fund their radon mitigation system because other costs were covered (rent, 
utilities, payroll, etc.).

When asked how they felt about the radon mitigation system requirements, many 
equated their experience to how it was working with their contractor. If their 
contractor experience was positive, they tended to have more favorability to the 
DCF requirement. 

Many providers recall finding their contractors on their own, mostly by Google 
search. Most were not aware that contractors in WI may or may not be certified.



Q&A

DHSradon@dhs.wisconsin.gov

608-266-7199
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